
 
 

 
 

 

SYLLABUS 

Title of the course: Protest Politics in Old and New Democracies  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course lecturer: Danijela Dolenec 

E-mail: danijela.dolenec@fpzg.hr  

Study program: political science  

Year of the study: 3rd and 4th year, elective course 

ECTS: 

 

Course description and course 

objectives: 

 

Contemporary political events, from Occupy Wall Street to fierce clashes at the Maidan, suggest that 

it is becoming increasingly difficult to understand the development of political regimes without 

analyzing the circumstances, modes and outcomes of non-institutional civic action. The goal of this 

course is to introduce students to the analysis of a wide spectrum of contentious politics. The concept 

“contentious politics“ stands for a diverse array of collective political action, which apart from social 

movements includes episodic contention such as demonstrations and strikes as well as more far-

reaching events such as civil wars and revolutions – but always with a focus on how they interact with 

political institutions and the political process more broadly (Tarrow 2013).  

Protest actions are analyzed within a comparative politics framework, with the objective of deepening 

our understanding of their effects on political parties, electoral strategies, public policies as well as 

political participation and democratization more broadly. 

Course enrolment 

requirements and entry 

competences: 

Formal conditions stipulated by existing regulation of the Faculty of Political Science. 

Learning outcomes 

(at the level of the course): 

(1) By writing short assignments and presenting them in class, students develop writing and 

presentation skills.  

(5) Students know and understand the characteristics of contemporary contentious politics actions, 

such as demonstrations, occupations etc., as well as social movements in the context of various 

political regimes. Special focus is given to linking contentious politics with party system dynamics, the 

electoral process as well as their influence on the formation of public policies.  

(13) By writing weekly short written assignments which require summarizing, linking with other 

relevant sources and making inferences, students independently analyses, evaluate and interpret 

relevant theories and sources of information.  

(14) By reading, writing and speaking in English students improve their active language competence 

in English. 

(16) In group and individual work in seminar students apply critical reading and writing skills, as well 

as analyses and evaluate chosen case studies of contentious politics. 

Course content 

(weekly class schedule): 

1. Classical approaches to contentious politics I. Marx i Tocqueville. 

2. Classical approaches to contentious politics II. Resources, opportunities and mobilisation patterns 

(Tilly, McAdam, Tarrow etc.). 

3. Theories of individual and collective behaviour: Hirschman and Olson. 

4. Contemporary political science approaches to social movements. The Political process approach. 

Defining key concepts: Contentious Politics, social movements, institutional and non-institutional 

collective action.  
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5. Exploring the relationships between contentious politics on the one hand, and party system 

dynamics, the electoral process, public policy formation, conventional political participation and the 

development of democracy on the other. 

6. „New social movements“ in the USA and Western Europe: ecology, feminism, student movements. 

Inglehart's theory of post-materialism.  

7. Social movements of the Left and the Right. Anti-regime movements, radicalism and violence.  

8. Politics of contention in consolidated democracies I. Occupy movements in the USA and Europe. 

9. Politics of contention in consolidated democracies II. The Tea Party movement and the Republican 

Party. 

10. Politics of contention in Third Wave democracies I. Solidarity in Poland – from a union movement 

to democratic political opposition.  

11. Politics of contention in Third Wave democracies II. Weak societies and strong states? Political 

participation in new democracies of Eastern Europe.   

12. Politics of contention in Third Wave democracies III. Contemporary social movements in Croatia 

– Right to Education and Right to the City. 

13. Politics of contention in authoritarian regimes: the Ukraine/ Turkey. 

Required reading: 

1. Tarrow, S. (2011). Power in Movement – Social Movements in Contentious Politics. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 

2. Tilly, Charles (2006) Regimes and Repertoires, Chicago University Press 

Student participation and 

requirements: 

Regular attendance in lectures and seminar (maximum 3 weeks absence), reading for class and 

active participation in seminar.  

Grading and evaluating student 

work in class and at the final 

exam: 

50% of the grade comes from written exam, and 50% from seminar work.  

Grading scale: 1-5 

 

 

 


